[Syncope due to sinus arrest secondary to marked vagal hypertonus. The role of permanent atrial stimulation in revealing associated atrioventricular node involvement].
The authors report a case of a 42-year-old man, with relapsing syncope, related to sinus arrest, documented by Holter recording. The clinical investigation, the electrophysiological study with autonomic blockade included, have proved normal and then an AAI pacemaker has been implanted. Some weeks later, the patient reported a lipothymic episode; a Holter recording showed a second degree AV block, with normal pacemaker function. A DDD pacemaker has been implanted and in the next ten months the patient felt well. The sinus arrest physiopathology, the role of the autonomic nervous system and the correct electrostimulation mode have been discussed.